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In early twentieth-century U.S. culture, sex sold.  While known mainly for its social reforms, the Progressive
Era was also obsessed with prostitution, sexuality, and the staging of women’s changing roles in the modern
era. By the 1910s, plays about prostitution (or “brothel dramas”) had inundated Broadway, where they
sometimes became long-running hits and other times sparked fiery obscenity debates. In Sex for Sale, Katie
N. Johnson recovers six of these plays, presenting them with astute cultural analysis, photographs, and
production histories. The result is a new history of U.S. theatre that reveals the brothel drama’s crucial role in
shaping attitudes toward sexuality, birth control, immigration, urbanization, and women’s work.

The volume includes the work of major figures including Eugene O’Neill, John Reed, Rachel Crothers, and
Elizabeth Robins. Now largely forgotten and some previously unpublished, these plays were among the most
celebrated and debated productions of their day.  Together, their portrayals of commercialized vice, drug
addiction, poverty, white slavery, and interracial desire reveal the Progressive Era’s fascination with the
underworld and the theatre’s power to regulate sexuality.  Additional plays, commentary, and teaching
materials are available at brotheldrama.lib.miamioh.edu.
 
Plays included:
Ourselves (1913) by Rachel Crothers
The Web (1913) by Eugene O’Neill
My Little Sister (1913) by Elizabeth Robins
Moondown (1915) by John Reed
Cocaine (1916) by Pendleton King
A Shanghai Cinderella (renamed East is West, 1918) by Samuel Shipman and John B. Hymer
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Hinkley:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading habit give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with education books but if you want really feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Typically the Sex for Sale: Six Progressive-Era
Brothel Dramas (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic
experience.

Angela Heller:

Is it an individual who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Sex for Sale: Six Progressive-Era
Brothel Dramas (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you
know. You are so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these books have than the others?

David Stokes:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you
could have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. That Sex for Sale: Six Progressive-Era
Brothel Dramas (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) can give you a lot of close friends because by you checking
out this one book you have thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This
kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably
your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make you to be great people. So , why
hesitate? We need to have Sex for Sale: Six Progressive-Era Brothel Dramas (Studies Theatre Hist &
Culture).

Christopher Pruett:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. Within this
modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social similar to
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just looking
for the Sex for Sale: Six Progressive-Era Brothel Dramas (Studies Theatre Hist & Culture) when you
required it?
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