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Mexican Americans have traditionally had a strong land ethic, believing that humans must respect la
tierra because it is the source of la vida. As modern market forces exploit the earth, communities struggle to
control their own ecological futures, and several studies have recorded that Mexican Americans are more
impacted by environmental injustices than are other national-origin groups. In our countryside, agricultural
workers are poisoned by pesticides, while farmers have lost ancestral lands to expropriation. And in our
polluted inner cities, toxic wastes sicken children in their very playgrounds and homes. This book addresses
the struggle for environmental justice, grassroots democracy, and a sustainable society from a variety of
Mexican American perspectives. It draws on the ideas and experiences of people from all walks of
life—activists, farmworkers, union organizers, land managers, educators, and many others—who provide a
clear overview of the most critical ecological issues facing Mexican-origin people today. The text is
organized to first provide a general introduction to ecology, from both scientific and political perspectives. It
then presents an environmental history for Mexican-origin people on both sides of the border, showing that
the ecologically sustainable Norteño land use practices were eroded by the conquest of El Norte by the
United States. It finally offers a critique of the principal schools of American environmentalism and
introduces the organizations and struggles of Mexican Americans in contemporary ecological politics. Devon
Peña contrasts tenets of radical environmentalism with the ecological beliefs and grassroots struggles of
Mexican-origin people, then shows how contemporary environmental justice struggles in Mexican American
communities have challenged dominant concepts of environmentalism. Mexican Americans and the
Environment is a didactically sound text that introduces students to the conceptual vocabularies of ecology,
culture, history, and politics as it tells how competing ideas about nature have helped shape land use and
environmental policies. By demonstrating that any consideration of environmental ethics is incomplete
without taking into account the experiences of Mexican Americans, it clearly shows students that ecology is
more than nature study but embraces social issues of critical importance to their own lives.
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From reader reviews:

Norman Williams:

The event that you get from Mexican Americans and the Environment: Tierra y Vida (The Mexican
American Experience) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside the words the more
you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Mexican Americans
and the Environment: Tierra y Vida (The Mexican American Experience) giving you thrill feeling of
reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood by anyone who read
that because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or
e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this particular Mexican Americans and the
Environment: Tierra y Vida (The Mexican American Experience) instantly.

Gloria Lockwood:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you go through a
book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms
of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education
books, but if you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, in addition
to soon. The Mexican Americans and the Environment: Tierra y Vida (The Mexican American Experience)
offer you a new experience in examining a book.

Gayle Meek:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity having family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere?
It okay you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Mexican
Americans and the Environment: Tierra y Vida (The Mexican American Experience) which is having the e-
book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Stephen Porter:

You can get this Mexican Americans and the Environment: Tierra y Vida (The Mexican American
Experience) by visit the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get
difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only simply by written or printed but
additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking from
your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more
information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still
change. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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