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“Smart, delightful . . . a splendidly entertaining education in ethics, activism, and science.” —The New
York Times Book Review (Editor’s Choice)
 
An impassioned defense of intellectual freedom and a clarion call to intellectual responsibility, Galileo’s
Middle Finger is one American’s eye-opening story of life in the trenches of scientific controversy. For two
decades, historian Alice Dreger has led a life of extraordinary engagement, combining activist service to
victims of unethical medical research with defense of scientists whose work has outraged identity politics
activists. With spirit and wit, Dreger offers in Galileo’s Middle Finger an unforgettable vision of the
importance of rigorous truth seeking in today’s America, where both the free press and free scholarly inquiry
struggle under dire economic and political threats.
 
This illuminating chronicle begins with Dreger’s own research into the treatment of people born intersex
(once called hermaphrodites). Realization of the shocking surgical and ethical abuses conducted in the name
of “normalizing” intersex children’s gender identities moved Dreger to become an internationally recognized
patient rights activist. But even as the intersex rights movement succeeded, Dreger began to realize how
some fellow progressive activists were employing lies and personal attacks to silence scientists whose data
revealed uncomfortable truths about humans. In researching one such case, Dreger suddenly became the
target of just these kinds of attacks.
 
Troubled, she decided to try to understand more—to travel the country to ferret out the truth behind various
controversies, to obtain a global view of the nature and costs of these battles. Galileo’s Middle
Finger describes Dreger’s long and harrowing journeys between the two camps for which she felt equal
empathy: social justice activists determined to win and researchers determined to put hard truths before
comfort. Ultimately what emerges is a lesson about the intertwining of justice and of truth—and a lesson of
the importance of responsible scholars and journalists to our fragile democracy.
 
Praise for Galileo’s Middle Finger:
“An engrossing volume that is sure to undo any lingering notions that academic debate is the province of
empiricists who pledge allegiance to the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth . . . Dreger’s clear
and well-paced prose makes for compelling . . . reading.” —The Chicago Tribune
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From reader reviews:

Daniele Vaugh:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled Galileo's
Middle Finger: Heretics, Activists, and One Scholar's Search for Justice? Maybe it is to become best activity
for you. You know beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have various other opinion?

Rosa Goldschmidt:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you
read, if you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Galileo's Middle Finger: Heretics,
Activists, and One Scholar's Search for Justice is kind of guide which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

James Haney:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Galileo's Middle Finger: Heretics, Activists,
and One Scholar's Search for Justice publication written by well-known writer whose to say well how to
make book which can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good manner for you, still
dripping wet every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism
Galileo's Middle Finger: Heretics, Activists, and One Scholar's Search for Justice as good book not just by
the cover but also by the content. This is one e-book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do
you still needing another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Carmela Martin:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
reserve that need more time to be study. Galileo's Middle Finger: Heretics, Activists, and One Scholar's
Search for Justice can be your answer because it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time
problems.
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