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The House Divided Speech was an address given by Abraham Lincoln (who would later become President of
the United States) on June 16, 1858, at what was then the Illinois State Capitol in Springfield, upon accepting
the Illinois Republican Party's nomination as that state's United States senator. The speech became the
launching point for his unsuccessful campaign for the Senate seat held by Stephen A. Douglas; this campaign
would climax with the Lincoln-Douglas debates of 1858. Mr. Lincoln's remarks in Springfield created an
image of the danger of slavery-based disunion, and it rallied Republicans across the North. Along with the
Gettysburg Address and his second inaugural address, this became one of the best-known speeches of his
career. The best-known passage of the speech is: A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this
government cannot endure, permanently, half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved
— I do not expect the house to fall — but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing
or all the other. Either the opponents of slavery will arrest the further spread of it, and place it where the
public mind shall rest in the belief that it is in the course of ultimate extinction; or its advocates will push it
forward, till it shall become lawful in all the States, old as well as new — North as well as South. Lincoln's
goals with this speech were, firstly, to differentiate himself from Douglas, the incumbent; and secondly, to
publicly voice a prophecy for the future. Douglas had long advocated popular sovereignty, under which the
settlers in each new territory decided their own status as a slave or free state; he had repeatedly asserted that
the proper application of popular sovereignty would end slavery-induced conflict, and would allow northern
and southern states to resume their peaceful coexistence. Lincoln, however, responded that the Dred Scott
decision had closed the door on Douglas's preferred option and left the Union with only two remaining
outcomes: the United States would inevitably become either all slave, or all free. Now that the North and the
South had come to hold distinct opinions in the question of slavery, and now that this issue had come to
permeate every other political question, the time would soon come when the Union would no longer be able
to function. Abraham Lincoln (February 12, 1809 – April 15, 1865) was the 16th president of the United
States, serving from March 1861 until his assassination in April 1865. Lincoln led the United States through
its Civil War—its bloodiest war and its greatest moral, constitutional and political crisis. In doing so, he
preserved the Union, abolished slavery, strengthened the federal government, and modernized the economy.
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From reader reviews:

Toni Williams:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book A House Divided Against Itself Cannot Stand.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a
new book A House Divided Against Itself Cannot Stand. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything!
From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful
thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget.
It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Adele Yeager:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This A House Divided Against Itself
Cannot Stand is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Bruce Mull:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to attempt look
for book, may be the reserve untitled A House Divided Against Itself Cannot Stand can be very good book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Audrey Mack:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library as well as to make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring along with can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore this A House Divided Against Itself Cannot Stand can make you sense more interested to
read.
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