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The work of Wallace Stevens has been read most widely as poetry concerned with poetry, and not with the
world in which it was created; deemed utterly singular, it seems to resist being read as the record of a life and
times. In this critical biography Alan Filreis presents a detailed challenge to this exceptionalist view as he
traces two major periods of Stevens's career from 1939 to 1955, the war years and the postwar years.
Portraying Stevens as someone whose alternation between cultural comprehension and ignorance was itself
characteristically American, Filreis examines the poet's impulse to disguise and compress the very fact of his
debt to the actual world. By actual world Stevens meant historical conditions, often in order to impugn his
own interest in such externalities as the last resort of a man whose famous interiority made him feel
desperately irrelevant. In light of events ranging from the U.S. entry into World War II to the Cold War,
Filreis shows how Stevens was driven to make a "close approach to reality" in an effort to reconcile his
poetic language with a cultural language. "Wallace Stevens and the Actual World is not only an impressive
feat of historical recovery and analysis, but also a pleasure to read. It will be useful to anyone interested in
the relationship between American politics and literature during World War II and the Cold War."--Milton J.
Bates, Marquette University

Originally published in 1991.

The Princeton Legacy Library uses the latest print-on-demand technology to again make available
previously out-of-print books from the distinguished backlist of Princeton University Press. These paperback
editions preserve the original texts of these important books while presenting them in durable paperback
editions. The goal of the Princeton Legacy Library is to vastly increase access to the rich scholarly heritage
found in the thousands of books published by Princeton University Press since its founding in 1905.
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From reader reviews:

Allison Carson:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or woman? If
you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you
have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question
because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is
right. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular Wallace Stevens and the Actual
World (Princeton Legacy Library) to read.

Leah Pelton:

This Wallace Stevens and the Actual World (Princeton Legacy Library) is brand-new way for you who has
curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this Wallace Stevens and
the Actual World (Princeton Legacy Library) can be the light food in your case because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books build itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in guide form make
them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this
one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss that! Just read
this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

Eric Beckman:

That book can make you to feel relax. This book Wallace Stevens and the Actual World (Princeton Legacy
Library) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Wallace Stevens and the
Actual World (Princeton Legacy Library) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading which.

Buddy Beckstead:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified
as of book Wallace Stevens and the Actual World (Princeton Legacy Library). Contain your knowledge by
it. Without making the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It
is most critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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